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^thinking substance exists, no attention being paid to the body, the
souk, 4he mind, or to anything else, but merely to the .fact that it
exists. Finally he resumes the military frame of mind and imagines
he sees these massed battalions and reserves in dense and serried
formation, which our new Alexander will shatter with a breath,
As the winds scatter the leaves or tufts of thatch1,

and so no survivor will be left to tell the tale. With his first breath
he utters the following words: The argument which reasons from
knowledge to existence is not valid2. At the same time he flourishes
like a standard a table in which he has given a description of
thinking substance according to his own pleasure. With his second
breath the following comes out: Determinately, indeterminately.
Distinctly, confusedly. Explicitly, implicitly. In the third place
we have : The argument that wants too much in its conclusion gets
nothing at all. Finally here in his last'deliverance: I know that
I exist as a thinking substance, and nevertheless I do not yet know
that the mind exists. Therefore the knowledge of my existence does
not depend upon my knowledge of existing mind. Therefore since
I am, and the mind does not exist, I am not a mind. Therefore I
am a body'3. On hearing this the shade keeps silence, retreats,
gives up hope and allows him to lead it captive in triumph. Here
I could point out much that is worthy of undying laughter, but
I prefer to spare my Actor-friend's cloth; indeed I believe that it
hardly becomes me myself to keep up mirth long about such trifles.
Wherefore here I shall note only such matters as perhaps some
people might believe I admitted (though they are remote from the
truth), if I said nothing at all about them.

First of all I deny that he has any right to complain, alleging
that I said I had a clear and distinct concept of myself before I
had sufficiently explained how that is attained, seeing that, to use
his words, I had asked .who I was just a few steps back. For
between these two points I recounted all the properties of a thing
which thinks, viz. intelligence, will, imagination, memory, and
feeling, etc., as well as all the other properties popularly remarked'
which do not belong to its concept, in order that I mig;ht distinguish
the one set from the other. Now this could not be hoped for except'
upon the removal of our prejudices. ,Y,et I admit that people who
do not divest themselves of their prejudices can,with difficulty ever

1  Cf. Plautus, Mil. I, 1, 17, Quasi ventus folia, aut paniculam tectoriam.
But B. reads panicula tectoria.

2  Ct p. 303, par. 2.                       3 Cf. p. 304, ad.init.    ,                 ;